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EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

February 18, 2002
Chairman Michael Pawell 61~ Zat g
. Federal Communieations Commission
445 [ 2th St. 8.W.
Washington DC 20554 RECE
Referenice number is # 01-348 APR2 9 o
Foderai Communications Go......
Deur Chairman Powell: Office of Secretary

L ant writing to encoutage your support of the pending merger of EchoStar
Communications and Hughes Blectronica,

[ believe that the new company will pave the way for greater competition with the
cable companies who cutrently control 80% of the pay televizion householdi in the
United States. This inerger will not inhibit competition; ruther it will provide an equal
base in which the marketa can compete.

The néw company will also be able to reach additional murkets becaune of the
programming and administrative efficiencies realized by the new comnpany. Direct
broudcast satellite TV offered by the newly formed company will be able to provide
interactive educational programa in many schools. High Speed Internet service would be
available to many rural areas throughout the state. This company would be & visble
competitor that could deliver more program cholces and improved services at comipetitive
prices,

I ericotrage you to review the fcts and hope that you ean suppert the metger.

Sincerely,
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cARM BUREAU |8 A EREE. INDERENBENT. NON:GOVEBNMENTAL. VOLUNTABY GRGANIEATION GF FARM ANB BANGH FAMI:
Lite UniTen FOR THE BURBOSE g#”driau:-:mq Eﬁ\éfa BAGELEMS ANE FORWULATING AGTION ¥4 AGHIEVE EDUGATIONAL
IMPROVEMENT EGONOMIC GRRGATUMITY. AND BOGIAL ABVANGEMENT, THEBERY BROMOTING FHE NAFIGHAL WELFARE.
FAAM BUNEAL 18 LOGAL. NATIONAL, AND INTERNATIONAL 13 IT§ BOQRE AN INFLUENGE AND 1§ HON-FARTIGAN, NON-UEG:
TARIAM, AND NON-GECRET IN CHARAGTER. L






